
Frequently Asked Questions-Balanced Calendar 

Peoria Public Schools is considering adopting a balanced calendar. The following 

are some of the questions commonly asked or associated with balanced 

calendars. In the upcoming weeks, there will be opportunities to learn more 

about this topic and to ask additional questions. 

 

What is a balanced calendar? 

A balanced calendar distributes intermittent breaks that are longer throughout the year.  

Although there are different options, a common balanced calendar may have a 15 day break, 

between 45 days of learning.  Summer break is shorter.  An example of a balanced calendar is 

shown below. 

 

What are the benefits of a balanced calendar for students? For staff? 

A balanced calendar can provide additional intervention learning options for students that will 

help with learning loss during COVID and a long summer break.  Reducing the amount of time 

students are out of school for extended periods of time will provide opportunities for students 

to stay on track and continuity of learning.  Summertime can be intellectually detrimental for 

students without intellectual stimulation, enrichment, or reinforcement during the summer.  

Schools can provide remediation and enrichment for students during the breaks so that 

students have opportunities to relearn material, practice skills, catch up or experience 

nonacademic enrichment activities continuously throughout the year.  Increased opportunities 

for enrichment or acceleration will be available that may not be an option during the regular 

school session.  A balanced calendar may be particularly beneficial for students from low-



income families as higher achievement is associated with higher achievement for economically 

disadvantaged students. 

A balanced calendar offers longer breaks throughout the year that prevents burnout of both 

teaches and students.  The breaks allow for great opportunities for family travel throughout the 

year instead of relying on holiday, spring and summer breaks.  Staff that live in different 

districts reported a greater opportunity to be involved in their child’s school during the 

intercession breaks. 

What is planned for the longer breaks? 

There will be opportunities for intervention, remediation, support and enrichment activities for 

students.  Peoria Public Schools plan to partner with community agencies 

Does a balanced calendar require students to be in school for more calendar days? 

No, the balanced calendar does not mean that students attend school all year. Instead, it means 

that your child’s 176 instructional days set by the Illinois State Board of Education are divided 

more evenly into four sessions. Common vacation times, such as Thanksgiving and Labor Day, 

are maintained. 

If Peoria Public Schools adopt a balanced calendar, what year would it start? 

 In 2022-23, the district could implement a balanced calendar that would start school in late 

July. 

Why can’t the balanced calendar be implemented in the 2021-2022 school year? 

There are several remaining HVAC projects at schools that will take place throughout Summer 

2021. Those HVAC projects will be completed by August 2021 in time for the new school year, 

and our school buildings will be fully air conditioned for July 2022 if a balanced calendar is 

implemented. 

Do any Peoria Public Schools have a balanced calendar now? 

Valeska Hinton Early Learning Center and Knoxville Center for Student Success follow a 

balanced calendar starting the third week of July. Valeska Hinton has used a balanced calendar 

for years, and many current Peoria Public Schools parents are familiar with that calendar 

because their child attended Valeska Hinton. 

 


